
Descriptive Paragraphs for the Annual Institute Brochure should be about 100-175 words. Both the 
title and the paragraph should entice the audience to choose your session. Here are some good 
examples: 

 

Following the Yellow Brick Road: A Peek Behind the Curtain at Federal Agency Rulemaking  

Oil and gas and mining companies increasingly find themselves subject to a dizzying array of new federal 
regulations, each of which may have a profound effect on business for decades to come. Other 
stakeholders, too, are affected by new agency regulations. The Administrative Procedure Act and the 
process for issuing regulations can be both mystifying and intimidating. This presentation will peel back 
the curtain of the federal bureaucracy and explain how agencies initiate, design, propose, review, 
finalize, and defend their regulatory initiatives. Topics will include differentiating between a binding 
regulation and a policy statement or agency guidance, the legal effect of a rule on both the agency and 
the regulated community, how agencies propose and finalize regulations, the public notice and 
comment process, limitations on ex-parte communications, internal agency review practices, the roles 
of the Office of Management and Budget and the Congress in the rulemaking process, and standards 
governing challenges to agency rules. 

 

Environmental Restoration Damages: A New Trend of Regulating Cleanups through Private Lawsuits 

Did you know that you can be sued by private landowners for the cost of cleaning up historical 
contamination at sites that have not been operated for decades? Are you aware that you may be liable 
for environmental contamination even if you have fully complied with state and federal law?  And did 
you know that even if you have fulfilled your remedial obligations to regulatory authorities—even if 
you’re in the middle of a cleanup ordered by the regulators—you still could be subject to multi-million-
dollar remediation damages claims in private lawsuits? This presentation will walk you through the 
origins of the restoration damages doctrine, trace its development over the past two decades, and 
discuss proactive approaches to minimizing your company’s exposure to excessive restoration damages 
awards. 

 

Use of Drones in the Resources Sector: A Legal and Technological Overview   

While drone technology continues to develop at a blistering pace, updates in the law have followed 
slowly but surely. The Federal Aviation Administration has promulgated several regulations aimed at 
integrating commercial drones into the federal airspace and tackling drone registration, piloting, 
training, and operational limitations. Several states have adopted drone laws as well. Potential 
applications in the resources sector include flare stack inspections, pipeline inspections, offshore 
platform inspections, tailings pond inspections, spill, leak and damage detection, and gas emissions 
monitoring. The potential legal implications are far-reaching, including privacy concerns, tort liability, 
trespass, statutory and regulatory licensures, restrictions, fines, and penalties. Many companies and 
departments aiming to add a drone to their toolkit will likely be unfamiliar with aviation law and the 
rapidly evolving drone law landscape. This presentation will provide a look into the emerging drone 
solutions for the energy industry and an overview of the applicable legal regime. 

 


