
Special Institute on 

Mining Law
Opportunities and Challenges in the 21st Century

Presented by the Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Foundation, with support from the U.S. Department of the 
Interior Bureau of Land Management, the National Mining Association, the American Exploration & Mining 

Association, and the World Association of Mining Lawyers

Minerals are a critical and finite resource. In an era of limited supply and increasing demand, lawyers 
are needed who understand important and emerging issues related to the development and exploitation 
of mineral resources. This in-person conference is designed not just for experienced and aspiring 
mining lawyers, but also for environmental lawyers, public lands lawyers, corporate lawyers, and other 
professionals who work with companies and other organizations that operate in or interact with the 
mining industry. The program will cover current and developing legal opportunities and challenges that 
arise over the course of the mining life cycle, from exploitation, project financing, permitting, and ESG, to 
operations, post-mining reclamation, and new frontiers.

October 28-29, 2021
Scottsdale Plaza Resort, Scottsdale, Arizona

Register at: https://www.rmmlf.org/programs/ML21/registration
Up to 14 CLE credits for 50 minute states and 11.5 CLE credits for 60 minute states

NEW Covid Precautions
To prevent the spread of COVID-19 and its variants, in order to attend the Institute in 

person, speakers and registrants must provide evidence that they are fully vaccinated 
against COVID-19 OR that they have received a negative COVID-19 test within 72 hours 

before the start of the institute. See the back page of the brochure for more information.



7:00 – 8:30 am: Registration at the Scottsdale Plaza Resort

8:30 – 8:45 am: Introduction and Opening Remarks

8:45 – 9:35 am: Keynote Address

9:35 – 10:35 am: Exploration: Critical Minerals Opportunities 
and Challenges

1:25 – 2:25 pm: Project Finance: The Equator Principles 
(ver. 4) – I Have My Permits, Where’s My Funding!

2:25 – 3:25 pm: Emerging Issues Impacting the Regulation 
of Exploration and Mining Activities

3:45 – 4:45 pm: Utilization and Redevelopment of 
Brownfield Mine Sites

10:55 – 11:55 am: Project Finance 2021: Sources, Trends, 
and Key Issues

11:55 am – 1:25 pm: Lunch – On Your Own 

10:35 – 10:55 am: Hosted Refreshment Break 

3:25 – 3:45 pm: Hosted Refreshment Break 

4:45 – 6:30 pm: Hosted Reception for Registrants, 
Speakers, and Guests

SCOT W. ANDERSON, President, Rocky Mountain Mineral Law 
Foundation; Partner, Hogan Lovells, Denver, CO 
ALEX RITCHIE, Executive Director, Rocky Mountain Mineral Law 
Foundation, Westminster, CO
DAWN MEIDINGER, Program Co-Chair; Fennemore Craig, 
Phoenix, AZ
WELLS S. PARKER, Program Co-Chair; Dorsey & Whitney LLP, 
Salt Lake City, UT

R. GLENN WILLIAMSON, Founder & CEO, The Canada Arizona 
Business Council, Phoenix, AZ

This presentation will provide an overview of the development 
of U.S. and Canadian critical minerals policy and the mutual 
objective of strengthening supply chains through joint action plans. 
The speaker will evaluate needs and trends in research funding, 
exploration, and development.  Additional discussion will include the 
role of market forces and the technology needed to facilitate future 
resource development and mining.  
 SIMON JOWITT, Assistant Professor, University of Nevada, Las 
Vegas, Las Vegas, NV

In October 2020, the Equator Principles version 4 was instituted 
globally, including in the 35 OECD countries, by the 113 Equator 
Principles Financial Institutions. The EP management framework 
is a tool for member financial institutions to assess environmental 
and social project risk, and although it looks like a governmental 
process, it results in no permit issuance. It is a purely private 
process separate from any governmental functions and is funded 
by the proponent. It applies to aggregate project lending of US$50+ 
million (lowered from $100M) and includes refinancing. This 
presentation will identify the EP4 process to obtain funding and 
delves into case studies and issues associated with achieving Free, 
Prior and Informed Consent and the potential for conflicts with host 
country rule of law, such as property rights.

BOB COMER, Co-Head of Mining, Norton Rose Fulbright US LLP, 
Denver, CO 
DANIELE LA PORTA, Sr. Mining Specialist, The World Bank, 
Washington, DC

The past few years have resulted in substantial changes to and 
uncertainties within the regulatory landscape. This presentation 
will examine the new CEQ and agency implementation regulations, 
changes in the Clean Water Act jurisdiction (404 WOTUS, EPA veto 
authority, 401 certification, and the Maui decision), and the new 
administration’s environmental justice initiative. The speaker will 
address the implications of these changes relative to permitting 
exploration and mining activities in the United States with an 
emphasis on implementation by public land managers.

NORMAN D. JAMES, Director, Fennemore Craig, Phoenix, AZ

This presentation will explore issues associated with abandoned 
mine clean up (e.g., citizen lawsuits, landowner liability, 
determination of baseline condition, relaxation of applicable federal 
environmental laws, etc.), and efforts to develop specific policies 
and legislation to encourage redevelopment of historic mines, both 
to bring resources to market in an environmentally sustainable way, 
and to “mine to close” these sites.

L. MICHAEL BOGERT, General Counsel, Perpetua Resources, 
Boise, ID

This presentation will provide an overview of available financing 
sources and structures, along with a review of key trends and 
considerations. The speaker will also address counterpoint views 
comparing financier and company perspectives on the various 
sources and structures will be addressed. 

CYNTHIA URDA KASSIS, Partner, Shearman & Sterling, LLP, 
New York, NY 

Day 1: Thursday, October 28, 2021

KEYNOTE

EXPLORATION

PROJECT FINANCE

PERMITTING

Program Committee: 
Dawn Meidinger, Program Co-Chair; Director, Fennemore Craig, 
Phoenix, AZ
Wells S. Parker, Program Co-Chair; Partner, Dorsey & Whitney LLP, 
Salt Lake City, UT
Bob Comer, Partner, Norton Rose Fulbright US LLP, Denver, CO
Jeff N. Faillers, Partner, Erwin Thompson Faillers, Reno, NV
John Lacy, Professor, University of Arizona College of Law, 
Tucson, AZ
Carolyn L. McIntosh, Partner, Squire Patton Boggs, Denver, CO
Ramona L. Monroe, Partner, Stoel Rives LLP, Anchorage, AK
Nora R. Pincus, Boart Longyear Company, Salt Lake City, UT
Nicole C. Squires, Attorney, Rio Tinto, Salt Lake City, UT



9:30 – 10:30 am: SEC Mining Disclosure, Reserve Reporting, 
and Investor Transparency

1:20 – 2:20 pm: Crisis Management

8:30 – 9:30 am: ESG Considerations, Stakeholder 
Engagement, and Lessons Learned 

2:20 – 3:20 pm: Joint Operations: Challenges and Trends

3:40 – 4:40 pm: Space Mining

10:50 – 11:50 am: Modern Tailings Management

11:50 am – 1:20 pm: Lunch On Your Own

10:30 – 10:50 am: Hosted Refreshment Break 

3:20 – 3:40 pm: Hosted Refreshment Break 

4:40 pm: Course Adjournment

This presentation will focus on the development of technological 
tools to compile and track ESG information and examine the role 
ESG considerations have played in stakeholder engagement, 
permitting, and project finance with respect to recent projects 
permitted on Native Corporation and federal lands in the United 
States. 

ALEAVA R. SAYRE, Partner, Stoel Rives LLP, Minneapolis, MN

On October 31, 2018, the SEC adopted final rules effecting a 
complete overhaul of the technical disclosure requirements 
applicable to companies engaged in material mining operations, 
including royalty companies. The new rules replaced the SEC’s 
decades-old guidelines, set forth in Industry Guide 7, with new 
subpart 1300 of Regulation S-K, based on the Committee for Mineral 
Reserves International Reporting Standards. All SEC reporting 
companies, other than those who file under the Canada-U.S. 
Multijurisdictional Disclosure System, are required to comply with 
the new rules for their first fiscal year beginning on or after January 
1, 2021. This presentation will examine the SEC’s mining disclosure 
rules and recent developments in the first year under the new 
regulations. 
KIMBERLEY R. ANDERSON, Partner, Dorsey & Whitney LLP, 
Seattle, WA

Mining by its nature can be a dangerous business. Despite modern 
technology and safety regulations, explosions, collapses, fires, 
floods, machinery malfunctions, and a variety of other health and 
safety incidents remain a constant threat. Crisis situations have 
the potential to undermine years of successful operation and can 
affect a company’s financial viability, its social license to operate, its 
legal liability and that of its officers and directors, and relationships 
with investors, regulatory agencies, employees, the surrounding 
community, and policymakers. This presentation will focus on 
planning approaches, disclosure obligations, and the affect of 
contract provisions such as force majeure.

JOHN HUBER, Shareholder, Greenberg Traurig, LLP, Salt Lake City, UT

This paper will explore the legal and practical challenges of 
negotiating and executing complex mining joint ventures including 
a look at joint venture assets and consideration, joint venture 
management and decision making, operatorship and operator 
liabilities, funding, default mechanisms, dispute resolutions, 
marketing, permitting and regulatory implications. 

DARRELL W. PODOWSKI, Partner, Cassels Brock & Blackwell LLP, 
Vancouver, BC 
JENNIFER POIRIER, Partner, Cassels Brock & Blackwell LLP, 
Vancouver, BC

As technology advances, both governments and private enterprise 
are considering extraterrestrial business opportunities, including 
mineral development in space. Mining companies operating in outer 
space will address the same legal and commercial considerations 
that arise in earth-bound mining projects, but in a complex 
environment and outside the jurisdiction of any single Nation. This 
presentation will review the existing international legal framework 
for resource development in outer space, and actions by some 
countries to create domestic laws to facilitate space mining. Both 
the international framework and domestic laws working within that 
framework give rise to competing interpretations and potential 
controversies. The presentation also discusses the future of 
resource development on the Moon, on Mars, and on asteroids, 
and the opportunity to develop legal strategies for providing a 
commercial and legal framework for resource development.

SCOT W. ANDERSON, Partner, Hogan Lovells, Denver, CO 
HON. HARRISON “JACK” SCHMITT, Ph.D., former NASA astronaut

The presentation will provide an overview of traditional engineering 
solutions for tailings deposition and the trend toward utilization of 
dry stack tailings as both a method of risk reduction and minimizing 
water use. The examination will include a comparison of developing 
state regulatory regimes for dry stack tailings, the increasing 
requirements for independent review boards, the challenges of 
managing recommendations and reporting, regardless of the 
method of construction, and the recently adopted Global Industry 
Standard on Tailings Management (UNEP/PRI/ICMM).

M. BENJAMIN MACHLIS, Partner, Dorsey & Whitney LLP, 
Salt Lake City, UT

Day 2: Friday, October 29, 2021

PERMITTING (Continued)

OPERATIONS

NEW FRONTIERS



General Information

Sustaining Members

COVID Precautions

Mining Law | Opportunities and Challenges in the 21st Century

Room Reservations: The Scottsdale Plaza Resort, 7200 N. Scottsdale Rd., Scottsdale, AZ 
85253 has blocked rooms for this Special Institute until August 26 at the rate of $180 (single/
double) per night, plus a $25/night resort fee. Ask for special rates for Rocky Mountain Mineral 
Law Foundation registrants.

For discounted reservations, contact the Hotel at:

• Online: https://tinyurl.com/3m6uw6j8

• Direct: 480-948-5000 (Group Code: Rocky Mountain Mineral Law)

 Government Rate Rooms:  Please contact Abby Floyd, Hotel Reservations Manager, at 480-
951-5122 or abbyf@scottsdaleplaza.com to book a room, and let her know you are with the 
Rocky Mountain Mineral Law government group.

Hertz: Hertz is offering special discounts for this program. Go to www.hertz.com or call 
800-654-2240 (U.S.); 800-263-0600 (Canada); or 405-749-4434 (Int’l). and provide the CV# 
022Q9532.  The Hertz website will automatically pull the best available rate for the program.

Registration Fees: Include refreshments and electronic course materials. These fees 
do not include hotel costs or transportation. Registrations will be accepted only when 
accompanied by a check, money order, government purchase order or training form, 
credit card information, or wiring information. No registrations can be processed without 
payment.

RISK-FREE REGISTRATION: Fully recognizing that every individual’s situation is in 
flux, our goal is to make it easier for you to attend. As a result, we have implemented 
risk-free registration. You may cancel your registration through October 18, 2021, for a 
full refund. After October 18, 2021, and before the first day of the event you may cancel 
your registration for a full refund minus a 10% administrative fee. Cancellations must be 
received in writing. We apologize that we cannot issue any refunds on or after the first day 
of the event.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

CLE Credit: This course consists of 11.5 credits for 60 minute states and 14 credits 
for 50 minute states of continuing education. You must let us know, at least 45 days in 
advance of the conference, the states or organizations for which you will need credit (see 
registration form). Credit hours for states will vary and are subject to each state’s approval 
and credit rounding rules. Foundation conferences are typically accredited by all mandatory 
CLE states and Canadian provinces, the AAPL, NADOA, and NALTA, and other professional 
organizations. Attorneys from certain states may be required to pay an additional fee. The 
Foundation is a State Bar of California MCLE-approved provider.

Recording: Audio and video recording, streaming, or other types of live or stored 
dissemination are not permitted without express authorization from the Foundation.

Special Needs: If you have special needs addressed by the ADA, please notify us at least 
two weeks before the program at info@rmmlf.org.

Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Foundation
9191 Sheridan Blvd., Suite 203
Westminster, CO 80031 USA
(303) 321-8100 / Fax (303) 321-7657

www.rmmlf.org

Babst Calland 
Baker Botts L.L.P. 
Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP 
Cassels Brock & Blackwell LLP
ConocoPhillips 
Crescent Point Energy US Corporation 
Crowley Fleck PLLP 
Davis Graham & Stubbs LLP 

Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
Equinor 
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP 
Fasken 
Foley & Lardner LLP                 
Hess Corporation 
Hogan Lovells US LLP 
Holland & Hart LLP 

Jones Walker LLP 
Lewis Roca Rothgerber Christie LLP 
Liskow & Lewis 
Locke Lord LLP 
Modrall Sperling
Occidental Petroleum  
Parsons Behle & Latimer
Perkins Coie LLP 

Reed Smith LLP 
Steptoe & Johnson PLLC 
Stinson LLP 
Stoel Rives LLP 
Thompson & Knight LLP 
Vinson & Elkins LLP 
Welborn Sullivan Meck & Tooley, P.C. 
XTO Energy Inc.

REGISTRATION - NEW LOWER PRICING
Register at: https://www.rmmlf.org/programs/ML21/registration

RMMLF Member - $650
NMA Member - $650
AEMA Member - $650

WAOML Member - $650
Other Government / Nonprofit - $700
RMMLF New Professional Member - $100

Law Professor Member - $350
RMMLF Student Member - FREE
Nonmember - $950

To prevent the spread of COVID-19 and its variants, all speakers and registrants must provide evidence that 
they are fully vaccinated against COVID-19 OR that they have received a negative COVID-19 test within 72 
hours before the start of the event, or they will not be allowed to enter and participate in the event. To ensure 
a smooth registration process, fully vaccinated speakers and registrants are strongly encouraged to email 
a PDF copy or photo of their vaccination card to info@rmmlf.org with a reference to Mining Law Special 
Institute at least 10 days before the start of the program. Otherwise, they should bring their vaccination 
card or negative test to the event. Other mandatory COVID precautions may be announced before the start 
of the event. For questions, contact Jaleen Edwards at jedwards@rmmlf.org.


