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FIELD TRIP – Old Challenges and New Opportunities in Northwest Montana: Wildlife, 
Watersheds, and Working to Build Partnerships in the Flathead Valley
Wednesday, May 29, 2019
This all-day field trip will explore the challenges and opportunities presented by the potential and actual co-management of 

wildlife, water, and energy by federal, state, and tribal partners in Montana’s Flathead Valley, with planned stops at the National 

Bison Range Overlook, the Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes’ People’s Center, the Seli’š Ksanka Qlispe’ Dam and overlook 

(formerly Kerr Dam, now the first tribally owned and operated hydropower facility in the West), and the Flathead Lake Biological 

Station. We’ll be joined throughout the day by tribal representatives and other experts, who will give us background on the area’s 

history, as well as the modern complexities posed by the water compact between the Tribes, the State of Montana, and the United 

States; efforts to co-manage bison and bull trout populations and habitat; the recent transfer of the SKQ Dam to the Tribes and its 

current management challenges; and the fascinating collaboration happening at the Flathead Lake Biological Station, where the 

science and policy of water, wildlife, invasive aquatic species, water quality, and upstream mining impacts coalesce on the gorgeous 

shores of Flathead Lake. Lunch will be included. The field trip will leave our Missoula hotel at approximately 8:00 a.m. and return at 

approximately 5:00 p.m.

Join your colleagues in beautiful Missoula for a timely program of topics relevant to the instruction of natural resources law. 

You may apply on your own for up to 8.75 continuing legal education credits for this course.
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DAY 1: Thursday, May 30, 2019

7:00 am – 8:00 am:  Registration – Alexander Blewett III School of Law at 
the University of Montana

8:00 am – 8:15 am:  Introduction and Opening Remarks
ALEX RITCHIE, Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Foundation

JAY RAY, Institute for Energy Law

MONIKA EHRMAN, representing the Energy & Mineral Law 
Foundation

TRACY HESTER, representing the ABA Section of Environment, 
Energy, and Resources

ROBIN KUNDIS CRAIG, University of Utah S.J. Quinney College 
of Law

JANICE WEIS, Lewis & Clark Law School 

8:15 am – 9:30 am:  Climate Change, Population Demographics, and Fire 
Management in the West
The West has burned hotter and drier than ever in the past few 
years. Yet, predicting wildfires, managing and suppressing them, 
and mitigating any resultant damage (ecological and otherwise) is 
a complex endeavor. This panel will explore the nexus of climate, 
population, and wildfires in the West, using an interdisciplinary 
approach. Panelists will be encouraged to highlight the strengths 
and limitations of current laws related to fire management at 
multijurisdictional levels. Topics include state, federal, and local 
efforts to manage wildfires; the science of wildfires; development 
in the WUI; and other related issues.

HILLARY HOFFMANN, Moderator, Vermont Law School

SHELLEY SAXER, Pepperdine School of Law

STEPHEN R. MILLER, University of Idaho School of Law

PHILIP HIGUERA, Department of Ecosystem and Conservation 
Sciences, University of Montana

9:30 am – 9:50 am:  Hosted Refreshment Break

9:50 am – 11:05 am:  Mineral Development: Challenges & Opportunities 
in the Era of “America First”
This panel will explore current events in the areas of oil & gas and 
mineral development under the Trump Administration’s America 
First Energy Policy. The purpose of the panel is to explore the 
Policy’s implementation across jurisdictions, and analyze whether 
and how the policy is driving increased development of domestic 
mineral resources, as well as any consequences of this policy on 
the management of other natural resources. Possible topics that 
the panel may discuss include (1) increased hard rock mining on 

public lands (including the expansion of the White Mesa uranium 
mill), the opening of former National Monument lands in central 
and southern Utah, and the challenges to mineral withdrawals 
around the Grand Canyon (subject of the National Mining 
Association v. Zinke case); (2) tribal mineral development initiatives 
and regulations (such as tribal fracking bans); (3) oil and gas and 
mining law practice (onshore and offshore); (4) deregulation 
of oil and gas and other mineral resources; and (5) impacts on 
communities at the state and local level.

TARA RIGHETTI, Moderator, University of Wyoming College 
of Law

CASSIE BOGGS, Resource Capital Funds

MONIKA U. EHRMAN, The University of Oklahoma College of Law

MONTE MILLS, Alexander Blewett III School of Law at the University 
of Montana

11:05 am – 11:25 am:  Hosted Refreshment Break

11:25 am – 12:40 pm:  Water Compacts and Treaties: Update and 
Commentary
This panel will provide a forum for discussing water compacts 
and treaties among states, tribes, the federal government, and 
neighboring nation states. Moderated by a seasoned water policy 
expert currently working in the Colorado River Basin, our speakers 
will delve into the following subjects: the considerations that go 
into compact and treaty negotiations; how compacts serve as a 
mechanism for resolving reserved water rights claims (especially 
in Montana, our host state) and related water management issues; 
the role of the United States in interstate compact administration 
and litigation, as a participant in interstate and international 
relations; dispute-resolution practices and mechanisms outside of 
Supreme Court litigation; and how local practitioners implement 
these water deals on the ground and deal with their intrastate 
effects. Within this panel, a number of sub-topics will be explored, 
including those situations that the framers and enactors of 
compacts did not or could not anticipate: the hydrological scope 
of compacts; issues of federal environmental law (water quality, 
endangered species, NEPA); protecting the interests of non-party 
tribes and tribal cultural uses of water; lessons learned in compact 
administration and post-compact litigation; the effects of compact 
administration on the management of checkerboard lands; and 
adaptive management for climate change. 

ANNE CASTLE, Moderator, Getches-Wilkinson Center for Natural 
Resources, Energy, and the Environment, University of Colorado 
Law School

JOHN CARTER, Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes

RICH MOY, U.S. Section, International Joint Commission

12:40 pm – 1:50 pm:  Hosted Lunch & Keynote Presentation — 
Climate Change Litigation Update
MELISSA POWERS, Lewis & Clark School of Law
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1:50 pm – 2:00 pm:  Transition

2:00 pm – 3:15 pm:  Field Courses for Environmental & Natural Resources 
Law
This panel focuses on integrating field experiences into natural 
resource and environmental law teaching. Using field experiences 
either as independent courses or as central components of an 
existing course offers students an engaging new way to learn. 
Successful field courses can improve student learning, provide 
students with context for the real-world impacts of environmental 
law, provide an interdisciplinary approach to legal education, 
improve student wellbeing, and meet student learning outcomes. 
The panelists have all organized successful field courses and will 
share both their course syllabi and their insights for others looking 
to use this teaching method.

KARRIGAN BORK, Moderator, University of the Pacific McGeorge 
School of Law

CHELSEA L.M. COLWYN, Vermont Law School

SARAH KRAKOFF, University of Colorado Law School

JACQUELINE HAND, University of Detroit Mercy School of Law

DEBORAH CURRAN, University of Victoria Faculty of Law

3:15 pm – 3:45 pm:  Hosted Refreshment Break

3:45 pm – 5:00 pm:  Lightning Round Works in Progress
Help six of your colleagues with their summer research and writing 
as they give a brief overview of what they plan to be working on this 
summer—then continue the conversations after this first day ends 
over drinks or dinner!

The Law and Economics of Protecting Ungulate Migrations
TEMPLE STOELLINGER, University of Wyoming, Haub School of 
Environment and Natural Resources and College of Law

Valuing Pre-Decisional Participation in Agency Rulemaking by 
Individuals 
GRANT MACINTYRE, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, 
Environmental Law Clinic 

Looking for a Good Samaritan: Addressing the Legacy of 
Abandoned Hardrock Mines 
JAMES HOPKINS, University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of 
Law

Retreat Standards: An Opportunity to Fulfill the NFIP’s 
Promise of “Guiding Development Away” from Flood Hazards
SARAH ADAMS-SCHOEN, University of Oregon School of Law

Environmental Law for Spaceship Earth?
MARTIN OLSZYNSKI, University of Calgary Faculty of Law

Energy Capacity Markets
TODD AAGAARD, Villanova University Charles Widger School         
of Law

5:10 pm - 6:30 pm:  Hosted Reception                                                        
Payne Family Native American Center Rotunda

DAY 2: Friday, May 31, 2019

8:45 am:  Final Announcements

9:00 am – 10:15 am:  Energy Transport & Transformation: Revolution & 
Counterrevolution
Thanks to new technology, the price of producing oil, gas, and 
renewable power has fallen dramatically. Wind power and natural 
gas are often free at the turbine or wellhead. As a result, the 
key question for energy markets has become how to get these 
cheap and cleaner sources of energy to markets. The resulting 
boom in power lines and pipelines has created new questions 
for energy law. What should the role of states, provinces, and 
national governments be in approving or blocking energy transport 
projects? How, if at all, should states and countries accommodate 
the energy policies of neighboring jurisdictions? And how should 
policymakers respond to increased opposition to energy transport 
from landowners resisting eminent domain and from indigenous 
peoples affected by new transport projects?

KRISTEN VAN DE BIEZENBOS, Moderator, University of Calgary 
Faculty School of Law

JAMES COLEMAN, Southern Methodist University Dedman School  
of Law

SARA GOSMAN, University of Arkansas School of Law

DAVID V. WRIGHT, University of Calgary Faculty of Law

10:15 am – 10:45 am:  Hosted Refreshment Break

10:45 am – Noon:  Beyond the Endangered Species Act: Innovations at the 
Intersection of Wildlife and Natural Resources
Are we entering a post-ESA era of habitat protection? Scholarly 
focus on wildlife has long been centered on agency administration 
of the Endangered Species Act. Plummeting levels of biodiversity 
suggest that it may be time for scholars to shift their focus to 
other, more creative approaches. This panel explores alternative 
approaches to statutory attempts to protect wildlife habitat. 
Panelists will envision new ways to promote wildlife through 
improved management of natural resources using innovative, 
public-private, non-legislative approaches. This may include 
topics such as:  Biodiversity preservation through conservation 
easements, a discussion of urban and suburban wildlife, the role 
of zoos and public lands in species protection, and canned hunting 
regimes in America and abroad. Ultimately, the panel seeks to 
engage the natural resources community on ways to blend wildlife 
habitat preservation with other land management objectives, 
exploring potential intersections between approaches.

KAREN BRADSHAW, Arizona State University School of Law

ANNECOOS WIERSEMA, University of Denver Sturm College of Law

DAVID FAVRE, Michigan State University

Noon:  Course Adjournment



SUBMIT THIS FORM WITH YOUR RECEIPTS

Name on the check – individual or law school:                                                                                                                                 

Law school:                                                                                                                                                                                           

Mailing address for the reimbursement check:                                                                                                                                  

Phone:                                                                Email:                                                                                                                 

JUNE 19, 2019 - DEADLINE TO SUBMIT RECEIPTS

MAIL TO: Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Foundation
9191 Sheridan Blvd., Suite 203, Westminster, CO  80031

FAX: 303-321-7657    EMAIL: mholland@rmmlf.org

For Office Use Only

#                                                              

Application Approved                           

Total: $                     (RECEIPTS REQUIRED)

American University
Appalachian School of Law
Arizona State University
Brigham Young University
Capital University
Chapman University
Colorado School of Mines
Creighton University
Dickinson School of Law
Duquesne University
Florida A&M University
Florida State University
George Washington University
Gonzaga University
Lewis & Clark Law School
Louisiana State University
McGeorge School of Law
Oklahoma City University
Pace University
Penn State Law
Queen Mary University of London
Rutgers University-Camden
Santa Clara University

SMU Dedman School of Law
South Texas College of Law Houston
St. Mary’s University
SUNY Buffalo
Texas A&M University
Texas Tech University
Thurgood Marshall School of Law
Tulane University
University of Alberta
University of Arizona
University of Arkansas
University of Calgary 
University of California-Davis
University of Colorado
University of Denver
University of Dundee
University of Houston
University of Idaho
University of Iowa
University of Kansas
University of Kentucky
University of Minnesota
University of Mississippi

University of Montana
University of Nebraska
University of Nevada
University of New Mexico
University of North Dakota
University of Oklahoma
University of Oregon
University of Pittsburgh School of Law
University of South Dakota
University of Texas
University of Tulsa
University of Utah
University of Waikato
University of Western Australia
University of Wyoming
Vermont Law School
Villanova University
Washburn University
Washington and Lee University
West Virginia University

We are offering a travel reimbursement of up to $265 (USD) to one full-time 
faculty registrant from each paid 2019 Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Foundation, 
Institute for Energy Law, or Energy & Mineral Law Foundation member law school.  
Speakers and panelists are eligible for this same reimbursement, in addition to the 
one registrant from each school.  If you or your school can absorb your expenses, 
please accept our thanks.  Requests for reimbursement (receipts for airfare 
and hotel required) must be received by the Foundation no later than June 
19, 2019. Reimbursement cannot be provided without documentation.
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TRAVEL REIMBURSEMENT FORM

Member Law Schools

RMMLF     •     ABA     •     IEL-CAIL     •     EMLF

Is your 2019 Annual Membership paid?



Member Law Schools

RMMLF     •     ABA     •     IEL-CAIL     •     EMLF

ROBIN KUNDIS CRAIG, Program Co-Chair, 
University of Utah S.J. Quinney College of 
Law

JANICE WEIS, Program Co-Chair, Lewis & 
Clark School of Law

KARRIGAN BORK, University of the Pacific 
McGeorge School of Law

KAREN BRADSHAW, Arizona State 
University School of Law

MICHELLE BRYAN, Alexander Blewett 
III School of Law at the University of 
Montana

JAMES COLEMAN, Southern Methodist 
University School of Law, IEL-CAIL 
Representative

MONIKA EHRMAN, University of Oklahoma 
School of Law, EMLF Representative

BURKE GRIGGS, Washburn University 
School of Law

HILLARY HOFFMANN, Vermont Law School

JOHN JACUS, Davis Graham & Stubbs LLP, 
ABA SEER Representative

SAM KALEN, University of Wyoming School 
of Law

MONTE MILLS, Alexander Blewett 
III School of Law at the University of 
Montana

SAMUEL PANARELLA, University of 
Montana School of Law

ALEX RITCHIE, Rocky Mountain Mineral 
Law Foundation

KRISTEN VAN DE BIEZENBOS, University of 
Calgary School of Law

SANDI ZELLMER, University of Montana 
School of Law

3.  Payment information – Prepayment required  
  p  Check drawn on a U.S. bank in U.S. Dollars (payable to RMMLF)
  p  VISA     p  MasterCard     p  American Express
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         Name on card                                                                                                      

         Signature                                                                                                               

  p  Electronic funds transfer: Contact the Foundation at info@rmmlf.org

Office Use Only 
NRLT19 

Invoice #                            

CK#                                    

The Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Foundation is a non-profit, tax-exempt corporation (Tax ID #84-6037688).

2.  Registration category – Please pay in U.S. Dollars
Registrations Received

thru 4/19/19 after 4/19/19

Registration fee p  $298 p  $398

Speaker registration fee p  $298 p  $398

Field trip (optional) p    $65 p    $85

TOTAL $ ______ $ ______

1.  Registrant information – Please type or print legibly

Name                                                                                                                                          

Badge name (if different from above)                                                                                  

Employer                                                                                                                                    

Employer address                                                                                                                    

City/State/Zip                                                                                                                             

Phone (         )                                                     

Attendee email                                                                                                                          
             (required for confirmations, advance registration list, and program updates)

Please provide your first year in practice 
in the legal or natural resources field:                                                                                                   

PLANNING COMMITTEE REGISTRATION

Mail, fax, or email registration  
form and payment to:

Rocky Mountain  
Mineral Law Foundation

9191 Sheridan Blvd., Ste. 203
Westminster, CO 80031 USA

Tel: (303) 321-8100 
Fax: (303) 321-7657 

info@rmmlf.org 
Questions: info@rmmlf.org

REGISTER ONLINE
at www.rmmlf.org
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p I wish to reserve ____ place(s) on the field trip for my guest(s).

You will be notified and invoiced about two weeks before the 
conference if seats for guests are available.

By entering your information and registering for this course, you consent and agree 
to receive communications from us as to our programs, products, and services 
and certain programs of our nonprofit partners, provided that you may opt out of 
receiving email notices at any time. You also consent to our providing your contact 
information to other course registrants on the course registration list, which may be 
used by course registrants to invite you to events held in connection with the course. 
If you are a member, you consent to our providing your contact information to other 
members. For a copy of our privacy policy, go to https://tinyurl.com/rmmlf-privacy.



 General Information
Registration Fees: Include course materials, refreshments, and hosted functions as listed in this brochure. These fees do 
not include hotel costs or transportation. Registrations will be accepted only when accompanied by a check, money order, 
government purchase order or training form, credit card information, or wiring information. No registrations can be processed 
without payment. 
 
Registration Cancellations: Refunds, less a $50 administrative fee, will be given for cancellations received by 3:00pm on 
Monday, May 13, 2019. No refunds will be given thereafter, although substitution of attendees may be made by contacting the 
Foundation. Cancellations must be made in writing or email to info@rmmlf.org. Registrants not entitled to a refund will receive a 
link to the written materials. 
 
CLE Credit: The course sponsors will supply a CLE form and agenda to attendees who wish to submit this Institute for CLE credit 
or other credit. 
 
Recording: Audio and video recording, streaming, or other types of live or stored dissemination are not permitted without 
express authorization from the course sponsors. 
 
Special Needs: If you have special needs, please notify us at least one month before the program.

Housing and Room Reservations 
DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Missoula – Edgewater 
100 Madison 
Missoula, MT 59802 

Situated on the banks of the Clark Fork River, the DoubleTree Hotel is conveniently located 
three blocks from the University of Montana and eight miles from Missoula International Airport 
(MSO). Downtown Missoula’s business district, restaurants, and main attractions are all within 
walking distance and it’s a short drive to beautiful countryside, mountains, and world-class fly 
fishing. This pet-friendly hotel offers newly renovated guest rooms, complimentary wifi and 
self-parking, a fitness center, outdoor pool and hot tub, and a free pass to the nearby Currents 
Aquatic Center.

We have discounted rooms for this conference until May 7, or until the block sells out, 
whichever comes first, at the single/double rates of:

Standard - $149/night 
River View - $179/night 
Junior Suite - $209/night

Add $5 per night for two people in the room. You will receive a $15 breakfast voucher for each 
person in the room every day. Standard rooms are bookable online. For River View and Junior 
Suites, please call in and ask for the special rates for the Natural Resources Law Teachers 
Institute.

For reservations, contact the DoubleTree at:

•  Online https://tinyurl.com/rockym145 
•  Tel 406-542-4611

Trouble making room reservations? Contact us at info@rmmlf.org

Flying into Missoula?
Airlines:  Alaska, Allegiant, American, Delta, Frontier, and United

Direct flights from: Atlanta, Chicago, Dallas, Denver, Las Vegas, Los Angeles, Minneapolis, 
Phoenix, Oakland, Portland, Salt Lake City, San Francisco, and Seattle. Note that some service 
may be seasonal.
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Problems or Questions? 
Email info@rmmlf.org

Institute for Energy Law 
70th Annual Oil & Gas Law 

Conference
February 21-22, 2019 – 

Houston, Texas 

ABA-SEER 48th Annual 
Spring Conference 

March 27-29, 2019 – Denver, 
Colorado 

40th EMLF Annual Institute 
June 9-11, 2019 – 
Washington, D.C. 

65th Annual Rocky 
Mountain Mineral Law 

Institute 
July 18-20, 2019 – Monterey, 

California

UPCOMING INSTITUTES 

Taxis, shuttles, and ride sharing services are all available at the Missoula International Airport. Visit http://flymissoula.com/parking-
transportation/taxis-shuttles/ for complete information. The DoubleTree Hotel also offers a complimentary airport shuttle.

Rental Cars:  Hertz is offering special discounts for this conference (10%-34% off their regular rates) by referencing Meeting 
CV#03NJ0014. 

•  Online http://tinyurl.com/hertz2019 
•  Tel 800-654-2240 (U.S.); 800-263-0600 (Canada); 405-749-4434 (International). 
 
Materials 
In the spirit of environmental consciousness, all available papers, PowerPoint presentations, and speaker bios will be accessible 
online starting two weeks before the conference. Some brief handouts may be distributed.


