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Wind Development on Federal Lands:  
What We’ve Learned and Where We’re Heading

This panel discussion will provide an overview of the leasing of federal lands for the development of wind 
energy projects, including the key regulatory requirements that developers should be aware of as they explore 
potential areas of development.  The panel will discuss lessons learned from the initial wave of wind energy 
projects on federal lands in the western United States, and best practices for the successful development 
of these projects, including potential approaches to minimize and mitigate environmental and wildlife 
impacts.  We will also explore the Biden Administration’s potential approach to accelerate the development 
of renewable energy on public lands and the challenges the Administration may face, including available 
transmission, use conflicts, and stakeholder concerns. 
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Speaker Biographies

LAURA ZAGAR is a partner in the San Francisco office of Perkins Coie. Laura guides clients in the 
development of multijurisdictional water, energy and infrastructure projects, and complex litigation. Laura 
plays a prominent part in innovative energy, water, and infrastructure projects in the Western United States, 
including proposed offshore wind projects in California and Hawaii, the proposed restoration of the Klamath 
River through removal of four dams, the proposed Lake Powell Pipeline in Utah and Arizona, and SCE’s 
completed Tehachapi Renewable Transmission Project. She also provides counsel on the innovative recycling 
of stormwater, agricultural runoff, and wastewater for potable and irrigation purposes under development 
by Monterey One Water. Laura also advises emerging clean tech companies on regulatory compliance for 
technologies new to the market.

STEVE BLACK is a leader in energy, environmental and natural resources policy with more than 30 years of 
experience as an environmental and energy lawyer and in state and Federal governments. Steve provides 
government affairs and policy advice on behalf of his clients throughout the West and in Washington, D.C. 
Steve served as Counselor to Interior Secretary Ken Salazar during the Obama Administration, where among 
other things he led the Department’s efforts to stand up for the first time a renewable energy program 
on public lands. Steve also worked for then-Senator Salazar on the Hill, where he was responsible for the 
Senator’s energy, environment, and natural resources legislation. Before moving to Washington, Steve was 
Deputy Attorney General for Natural Resources and the Environment in the Colorado Attorney General’s Office 
and prior to that he was a partner at Holland & Hart, LLP, in Denver, where he practiced environmental law.

GARRY GEORGE leads the Clean Energy Initiative of the Climate Strategy at National Audubon Society. He 
represents Audubon in federal, state, and local clean energy siting, planning, and projects for onshore and 
offshore wind, solar, transmission, storage and new clean energy. For 2020, he serves as Chair of the Board 
of American Wind & Wildlife Institute and is a member of Avian Solar Work Group working with industry on 
research and technology to understand and resolve wind/avian issues. When not spending time with his 
7-year old grandson, Garry goes bird watching around the world to add to his life list of over 7,500 species. 
Garry is based in Los Angeles, California.


