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In 2019, Senate Bill 19-181 ushered in a new era of oil and gas regulation in Colorado. The cornerstone of 
this new regulatory era is the recently concluded “Mission Change” rulemaking conducted by the COGCC.  
Beginning in December 2019 and concluding on November 23, the process produced more than 200 pages 
of regulatory changes involving oil and gas permitting, operations, hearings, safety, underground injection, 
environmental protection, and wildlife. This webinar will help oil and gas lawyers, companies, and other 
interested professionals better understand the new regulatory requirements they will face in Colorado next 
year and that other states may adopt in the years to come.

Topics that will be covered in this webinar include:

• An overview of the most significant regulatory changes
• Forthcoming guidance from the COGCC 
• New application and permitting procedures
• A new option for landscape level planning
• New requirements to protect the public, the environment, and wildlife
• New opportunities for public participation
• Enhanced authority for local governments
• New procedures to integrate local government decision making and COGCC regulation
• Implications for the COGCC and operators during 2021 and beyond
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Biographies

JULIE MURPHY was appointed as the COGCC Director on July 1, 2020, from her position as 
Chief of Staff and Senior Policy Advisor. Murphy’s strong oil and gas regulatory expertise 
draws from 7 years of service with the Colorado Department of Natural Resources. 
Murphy has knowledge of the complex issues, including conflicts, facing natural resource 
management from the policy, technical and legal perspectives and works with Colorado’s 
diverse oil and gas stakeholders to find common sense, consensus solutions. She earned 
a B.S. in Wildlife Biology, Kansas State University; a Master of Earth and Environmental 
Resources Management and J.D. from the University of South Carolina; and a Masters of 
Studies in Environmental Law from the Vermont Law School.  
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DAVID NESLIN is of counsel in the law firm of Davis Graham & Stubbs LLP, where he 
specializes in energy and environmental law. He has assisted the government of Colombia 
in developing new environmental and technical requirements for the exploration and 
production of unconventional oil and gas, helped the State Department and Department of 
Energy to present information on oil and gas regulation to audiences in South America and 
Europe, and represented oil and gas companies in a variety of state and local regulatory 
proceedings. Before joining the firm, he led the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation 
Commission, where he oversaw then record levels of permitting, development, and 
production. Under his leadership, the COGCC undertook the first comprehensive updating 
of its regulations in more than a decade and completed bellwether rulemakings to tackle 
emerging regulatory issues, such as hydraulic fracturing. 

GREG NIBERT JR. is Counsel in the Rockies Business Unit Law Group for Chevron North 
America Exploration and Production Company. Working out of Chevron’s Denver office, 
Greg primarily provides legal support to the Rockies Business Unit and Noble Energy 
operated properties on a wide range of issues including land, bankruptcy, regulatory, and 
EHS matters. Over the last year, Greg has led Noble’s rulemaking strategy and managed its 
participation in the COGCC’s Flowline and Mission Change Rulemakings where he provided 
testimony on transfer of operatorship and variance proposals. Prior to his in-house roles, 
Greg was an associate in the Oil and Gas Group at Davis Graham & Stubbs LLP and the 
Regulatory Group at Beatty & Wozniak, P.C. A native of Roswell, New Mexico, Greg received 
a Bachelor of Arts from the University of New Mexico and a Juris Doctor from Valparaiso 
University School of Law. 
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MICHAEL FREEMAN is a staff attorney with Earthjustice in Denver, Colorado, where 
his practice focuses on public lands and energy law. Mike represents citizen groups in 
several of the COGCC’s rulemaking proceedings to implement Senate Bill 19-181. He also 
represents conservation groups and Native American tribes in disputes over oil and gas 
leasing and development. Mike’s cases have included successful challenges to oil and gas 
leasing on the Roan Plateau and Thompson Divide in Colorado, and litigation to protect 
greater sage-grouse habitat in Wyoming, Montana and other states. Mike graduated from 
the University of Chicago Law School and received his undergraduate degree from the 
University of California at Berkeley. 
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MATT LEPORE is an attorney, policy maker, and facilitator who concentrates on energy 
policy and regulation in the Western U.S. and internationally. He has more than 25 years’ 
experience as an environmental and natural resources practitioner. Mr. Lepore served as 
the Director of the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission from 2012-2018, and 
was counsel to the Commission from 2009 to 2011 while serving as a Colorado Assistant 
Attorney General. He founded Insight Energy Law in May, 2020 to provide legal and policy 
counsel to state oil and gas regulators, local governments, and regulated entities.
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