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Since the Office of Natural Resources Revenue (ONRR) October 1 deadline, most federal lessees have 
converted to processed gas reporting to meet that deadline and have encountered data mining requests from 
ONRR. These data mining requests are one the most difficult tasks that federal oil and gas lessees have to deal 
with. The requests compare the volumes reported on the product report (the “OGOR”) to the volumes reported 
on the royalty report (Form ONRR-2014). When they do not match, a payor receives a data mining request from 
ONRR and has a very short time to respond. 

It can be very difficult to figure out the problem, particularly in situations in which ONRR is comparing the 
production report volume to a processed gas royalty report which is in different units of measure (not wellhead 
mcfs). ONRR’s data mining tool can only approximate the equivalent wellhead Mcf volume for data mining 
purposes and yet payors are supposed to reconcile any variance that is based on this approximation.

Our expert speaker will guide attendees through ONRR data mining requests and provide helpful advice on how 
to determine the problems and appropriately respond to requests. 
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JUDITH M. MATLOCK is a partner in the Energy Group of Davis Graham & Stubbs LLP. Ms. 
Matlock represents a diverse range of clients in the oil and gas and public utility industries. 
Her practice includes representing clients in connection with regulation, contracting, and 
litigation, as well as with royalties and taxes on production. She is involved in all aspects 
of the gathering, transportation, processing, fractionation, and marketing of natural gas, 
liquids, and crude oil, including advising clients on the federal and state jurisdictional 
status of transportation facilities. Her practice also encompasses representing producers 
in connection with the calculation, payment, and reporting of royalties and production 
taxes. She assists clients with ONRR data mining requests, the ONRR marketable condition 
rule and associated unbundling requirements, and state, federal, and Indian royalty and 
tax audits and appeals. Additionally, she represents producers in connection with private 
royalty litigation including class action lawsuits. She also has over 25 years of experience in 
public utilities matters, including acquisitions of public utilities, electric resource planning, 
gas transportation, CPCN proceedings, Colorado’s Clean Air-Clean Jobs Act, franchise and 
street lighting agreement negotiations, and other matters. Ms. Matlock has served on the 
Executive Committee, as a trustee, and as a co-chair of the Special Institutes Committee of 
the Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Foundation, and in 2020, was named an Honorary Trustee 
for Life. She has authored more than 20 papers and given more than 30 presentations for 
the Foundation. 
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