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“On the far end of the Trail of Tears,” Justice Gorsuch wrote at the outset of the U.S. Supreme Court’s July 9, 
2020 opinion in McGirt v. Oklahoma, “was a promise.”  That promise was a permanent homeland for the 
Muscogee (Creek) Nation, which had been forced to cede its lands in the Eastern United States in exchange for 
approximately three million acres in the Indian Territory where its citizens could continue to engage in 
self-governance according to their own laws and institutions.  In McGirt, the Court held “the government to its 
word,” enforcing the promise in the 1866 treaty with the Creeks, and found that the Creek Reservation persists, 
having never been disestablished by either Oklahoma’s entry into the Union in 1907 or any other Congressional 
acts.  Under an 1885 statute, the Major Crimes Act, the federal government has exclusive criminal jurisdiction 
over certain felonies arising on Indian reservations, and hence within “Indian country,” and therefore the Court 
found that Oklahoma’s prosecution of McGirt, and other Native Americans, was infirm.  
 
Erroneous banner headlines followed the Court’s ruling (e.g., in The Washington Post (“Half of the Land in 
Oklahoma Could Be Returned to Native Americans”).  McGirt has nothing to do with land ownership.  
Nonetheless, alarm bells have resounded in the oil and gas community.  And not just in Oklahoma.  Throughout 
the country, tribal leaders, scholars and those living and working on lands within historic reservation 
boundaries but long considered to be non-reservation lands are considering whether, under McGirt, such lands 
may be held “Indian country” and potentially subject to expanded tribal, and reduced state, authority.  They also 
are thinking about the potential civil regulatory and adjudicatory authority questions flowing from the fact that 
the Creek Reservation endures, as well as the broader implications of the Supreme Court’s enforcement of tribal 
treaty rights.  This panel will broadly discuss the challenges and opportunities of the McGirt decision through a 
resources development lens. 

Jennifer Weddle is the Co-Chair of Greenberg Traurig’s American Indian Law Practice and 
has wide-ranging experience in complex regulatory and jurisdictional issues, with a focus in 
Indian law, handling a variety of matters for tribal and non-tribal clients. She has a 
dynamic, interdisciplinary practice that centers on providing strategies for resolving 
complex jurisdictional problems. Much of her practice focuses in the areas of tribal 
economic development and natural resources development. Jennifer also has U.S. 
Supreme Court experience, including serving as one of the attorneys for the respondent 
in Nevada v. Hicks (2001), representing the petitioners in Ute Mountain Ute Tribe v. Padilla 
(2012) and Grand Canyon Skywalk Development, LLC v. Grand Canyon Resort Corporation 
(2013), and serving as cert stage amici in Saginaw-Chippewa Tribe v. NLRB (2016) 
United States v. Cooley (2020) and amici on the merits in Lewis v. Clarke (2017) and U.S. v. 
Washington (2018).  She represented former United States Attorneys as amici in Carpenter 
v. Murphy (2018) and McGirt v. Oklahoma (2020).  She is past President of the National 
Native American Bar Association and past Chair of the Federal Bar Association Indian Law 
Section.  She currently serves as the Tenth Circuit representative to the American Bar 
Association Standing Committee on the Federal Judiciary, which evaluates all federal 
judicial nominees for the Senate Judiciary Committee, the White House and the U.S. 
Department of Justice.
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Connie Rogers is the founder and principal of Terra Law Group, LLC, in Golden, Colorado. 
Connie helps clients navigate complex regulatory regimes and environmental reviews, with 
an emphasis on compliance with U.S. federal land management statutes, the National 
Environmental Policy Act, species protection statutes, federal Indian law, cultural resource 
and religious freedom concerns, and international human rights and indigenous peoples 
issues. Connie previously served as Deputy Solicitor for Energy and Mineral Resources at 
the U.S. Department of the Interior, where she was the lead lawyer on issues relating to the 
development of renewable and conventional energy and mineral resources.  Connie is a 
former trustee of the Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Foundation and a frequent speaker at 
the Annual Institute and Special Institutes. Connie is listed in The Best Lawyers in 
America© for Native American Law (twice as Lawyer of the Year for Native American Law 
in Denver), in Who’s Who Legal: Mining, Denver Business Journal’s list of Top Women in 
Energy, and by Chambers USA for Natural Resources & Environment. Connie graduated 
magna cum laude from Georgetown University Law Center, where she was an Olin Fellow in 
Law and Economics and a member of the Order of the Coif. 

Stacy Leeds is an experienced leader in law, higher education, governance and 
economic development. She serves as Dean Emeritus and Professor of Law at the 
University of Arkansas. During the 2020-2021 academic year, she will take a leave of 
absence to work on several writing and public service projects. From 2017-2020, Leeds 
served as the inaugural Vice Chancellor for Economic Development at the University of 
Arkansas, creating a launchpad for entrepreneurial activity and increased 
commercialization of university research. During the Fall 2019 semester, she also served as 
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community Distinguished Visiting Professor at the Sandra 
Day O’Connor College Law at Arizona State University. Leeds is well-known for national 
and local public service. She was the first woman to serve as a Justice on Cherokee Nation 
Supreme Court. She currently serves as a district court judge for the Muscogee (Creek) 
Nation and an appellate court judge for Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation. She has worked 
for many tribes across the United States in tribal governance and economic development 
roles. Leeds holds law degrees from University of Wisconsin (LL.M.) and University of Tulsa 
(J.D.), a business degree from University of Tennessee (M.B.A)., and an undergraduate 
degree in history from Washington University in St. Louis (B.A.).
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Troy A. Eid co-chairs the American Indian Law Practice Group at Greenberg Traurig, LLP 
(www.gtlaw.com). He is the President of the Navajo Nation Bar Association – the largest 
legal services organization in the country that directly serves a Native American tribal 
government – and is the former United States Attorney for the District of Colorado, 
appointed by President George W. Bush. During the Obama Administration, Troy chaired the 
Indian Law and Order Commission, the advisory board to the President and Congress for 
strengthening public safety for all 574 federally recognized tribes. Troy is frequently 
selected as a mediator to resolve disputes between Native American tribes and energy 
companies, and between tribes and state governments. He also represents tribes and 
companies in federal criminal and civil investigations. He was named the 2020 Lawyer of 
the Year in Colorado by Best Lawyers in America, and is ranked as one of the nation’s top 
10 experts in Native American Law in the latest Chambers USA Guide. Before joining 
GTLAW, Troy served on the cabinet of former Governor Bill Owens as Chief Legal Counsel 
to the Governor and as Executive Director of the Colorado Department of Personnel & 
Administration, responsible for Colorado’s 72,000-employee state workforce and civil 
service system. A member of USA Track and Field, he competes in regional and national 
ultra-marathon trail races.  

Lynn Slade serves clients’ needs addressing Federal Indian law and Native American law, 
energy, natural resources, environmental law, project development, complex litigation and 
transactions for over 30 years. In his Indian law practice, Lynn advises and counsels 
natural resource and energy developers, financial institutions, utilities, and other 
businesses in transactions and project development, including extensive involvement with 
renewable energy projects. He also leads litigation teams in disputes concerning resource 
development, environmental regulation and business activities on Indian lands. In 
addition, Lynn represents oil and gas exploration and production and midstream 
companies in transactions and regulatory compliance as well as financing and equity 
investing parties in the purchase, sale, financing and operation of oil and gas producing and 
transportation assets and has represented participants in gas and electric markets before 
federal and state agencies. Lynn serves as Co-Chair of Modrall Sperling’s Native American/
Federal Indian Law Practice and is a member of the firm’s Natural Resources and 
Environment, Oil, Gas & Midstream and Renewable Energy Practice Groups. He is a Fellow 
of the American College of Environmental Lawyers. 
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