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Companies pursuing investments in exploration and mining in foreign jurisdictions face the daunting 
front-end task of evaluating advisability and feasibility, often within the context of unfamiliar political, 
economic, and social regimes. In-house and outside counsel often assume the substantive burden of advising 
company management on issues such as fiscal and foreign investment laws, anti-corruption legislation, the 
equator principles, the existence and provisions of bilateral investment treaties, tax and tax stabilization 
issues, political and expropriation risks, and other considerations. This presentation will capture and 
summarize the major investment factor-driven due diligence requirements for pursuing projects in foreign 
jurisdictions and offer practical insights on the means of obtaining such international due diligence 
information. This panel of experienced practitioners will give their perspectives on these various requirements. 

Brought to you by the Steering and Mining Committees of the next Special Institute on International Mining and 
Oil & Gas Law, Development, and Investment to be held in Mexico City in 2023.
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David Allman, Edwards, Kenny & Bray, Mining Committee Co-Chair
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DAVID ALLMAN is a Partner with Edwards, Kenny & Bray LLP, in Vancouver, British 
Columbia. David’s mining law practice involves regularly advising senior, mid-tier and junior 
mining clients on domestic and international mineral resource property transactions, 
including option agreements, joint venture agreements, royalty agreements, strategic 
alliance agreements and confidentiality agreements, as well as advising on a range of 
corporate, commercial and securities matters. He has been involved in transactions 
involving mineral projects in Canada, Latin America, Africa and Eurasia.  He has presented 
and been a committee member at the Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Foundation annual 
institute, and has spoken at and co-chaired a number of other legal conferences. 
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ERIK GOLDSILVER is a Partner at Borden Ladner Gervais LLP in Toronto, Ontario, and 
practises corporate and securities law with an emphasis on mining and natural resources. 
He acts for Canadian and international mining companies on acquisitions and dispositions 
of mines, mining projects and mining companies, project development, and mine 
operations in Canada and throughout the world. Erik advises on the structuring and 
negotiation of option and joint venture agreements, shareholder agreements, royalty 
arrangements, streaming transactions, and off-take agreements. He has extensive 
experience with all legal aspects of the development, construction and operation of mining 
projects including advising on Aboriginal issues and claims, environmental and regulatory 
compliance matters, permitting issues and mine closure, decommissioning and 
reclamation issues. Erik also advises mining clients on energy-related issues such as 
power procurement, interconnection, and transmission services. Erik is actively involved in 
the Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Foundation. He has been recognized in Chambers Global, 
Chambers Canada, The Best Lawyers in Canada, among others.  
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LUIS E. LUCERO is a partner at Marval, O’Farrell & Mairal, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, where 
he heads the Mining Group. He is also an expert in project finance, complex litigation, 
arbitration, and corporate matters. With a law degree from the Universidad de Buenos Aires 
in 1983, and a postgraduate course in Business Law from the Universidad Argentina de la 
Empresa, Luis has taken many more specialized courses such as the Program of 
Instruction for Lawyers, Harvard Law School; the Global Issues in Corporate Mining 
Strategy and Government Policy, University of Dundee; and the Lex Mundi Institute 
Business Management Program, University of Cambridge Judge Business School. He 
led workshops at the Center for Energy, Petroleum, Mineral Law and Policy, University of 
Dundee, UK, where he was Honorary Lecturer. He is a member of the International Bar 
Association, the American Bar Association, and the World Initiative of Mining Lawyers.   

FRANCE M. TENAILLE is a partner in Gowling WLG’s Toronto office and a member of the 
firm’s Business Law and Energy, Infrastructure and Mining Groups. She is also leader of the 
firm’s Latin America and Cuba teams. France is an experienced business lawyer who has 
practised in Canada for more than 20 years, advising and leading on Canadian and
international commercial and M&A, capital markets, and project finance transactions, with 
an emphasis on Latin America, energy and natural resources. Before moving to Canada, 
France practised for more than five years at a major law firm in Caracas, Venezuela. Her 
civil law background and fluency in Spanish, coupled with her common law training and 
Canadian experience, allow her to advise Canadian and international clients on a full range 
of Latin American matters. Similarly, she is also well-positioned to advise Latin American 
clients on Canadian business and transactions. In addition to The Canadian Legal Lexpert® 
Directory, France has been recognized for her service and expertise in several prominent 
publications, including Chambers Global, Chambers Latin America, Who’s Who Legal, 
IFLR1000 and Latinvex. France is a founder and former vice-chair and secretary of the New 
York State Bar Association’s Latin American Council.
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OSCAR BENAVIDES is a partner at Rodrigo, Elias & Medrano Abogados and focuses his 
practice on transactional and regulatory work for mining projects. He has over 20 years of 
experience advising clients on project finance and M&A, as well as structuring, negotiating, 
and executing exploration, joint venture, and mining project investment contracts. He has 
been consistently recognized as a leading mining lawyer by international and local 
publications such as Legal500, Chambers & Partners, Latin Lawyer, among others, and 
is included in the “Global Elite Thought Leader 2020” list by Who’s Who Legal among the 
24 most renowned mining practitioners in the world. Oscar is member of the board of the 
Canada-Peru Chamber of Commerce, holds an LLM from the University of Denver, USA – 
Master in Natural Resources and Environmental Law and was grantee of the Jan M. and 
Marjorie G. Laitos Scholarship in Natural Resources.
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