
Virtual 
Water Law Institute

www.rmmlf.org

4 hours of CLE
RMMLF Member: $175

ABA SEER Member: $175
Government/Non-Profit: $215

Non Member: $235



Virtual Water Law Institute

After more than a year of planning and incredible momentum, the Rocky Mountain Mineral Law 
Foundation was excited to host its first Water Law Institute on November 18-19, 2020, in San Diego, 
California,with our co-sponsor, the ABA Section of Environment, Energy, and Resources. Out of 
concern for the health and safety of our registrants, speakers, and staff, continuing economic impacts 
from the pandemic, and our desire to hold the best Institute we can, we have made the difficult deci-
sion to postpone the next in-person Water Law Institute to November 4-5, 2021.

In the meantime, the Foundation and SEER want to stay connected with the water law community and
continue to offer meaningful programming. We are excited to announce that we will hold a shortened
version of the Water Law Institute virtually in 2020.

Water is a critical and finite resource, and water management impacts all aspects of environmental
and resource law. In an era of limited supply and increasing demand, knowledge of the emerging
issues in water law is a must, not only for water law practitioners, but for all environmental and 
resource professionals. In place of the in-person institute, this virtual Water Law Institute will provide 
4 hours of CLE for only $175 for Foundation and ABA SEER members, $215 for government, nonprofit, 
and law faculty, and $235 for nonmembers. Our distinguished speakers will provide insight and analy-
sis of key water law topics, including interjurisdictional water disputes, global water stress, dam re-
moval and fish recovery, and tribal water use.

Join us for a virtual reception on November 19 from 3:30 to 4:30 PM!
Join your colleagues for virtual networking! Come and enjoy some intimate conversations with 

multiple small group breakout “rooms”. 

Log in to Zoom with your unique link and join the main reception. From there move to your 
breakout room and contribute for 30 minutes before moving on to your next breakout room where you 

will have the opportunity to network with a new group of fellow attendees.

Virtual Institute on Bankruptcy and Financial Distress 
in the Oil & Gas Industry: Legal Problems and Solutions

October 21-23, 2020

 Virtual Water Law Institute
November 19, 2020

 
Federal Offshore Oil & Gas Leasing and Development

February 9-11, 2021
New Orleans, Louisiana

 Young Professionals Breakfast and Oil & Gas CLE
 (in conjunction with NAPE)

February 11, 2021
Houston, Texas

 Public Land Law, Regulation, and Management
May 13-14, 2021

Santa Fe, New Mexico

 Natural Resources Litigation
May 13-14, 2021

Santa Fe, New Mexico

 20th Institute for Natural Resources Law Teachers
June 2-4, 2021

Monterey, California

67th Annual Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Institute
July 15-17, 2021

Seattle, Washington
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All times in the program are Mountain Time
Thursday, November 19, 2020

9:00 am PST, 10:00 am MST, 11:00 am CST, Noon EST

10:00 am–10:10 am: Introductions

10:10 am–11:40 am: Interjurisdictional Water

11:45 am–12:15 pm: Global Water Stress

11:40 am–11:45 am: Break

12:15 pm–1:00 pm: Lunch Break 

1:00 pm–2:00 pm: Dam Removal and Fish Recovery: 
What We Are Learning

2:05 pm–3:05 pm: Tribal Water and How It Looks in the Future 

2:00 pm–2:05 pm: Break 

3:30 pm–4:30 pm: Virtual Reception 

Data released by the World Resources Institute in 2019 ranks countries by 
the likelihood that they will drain their annual water stores in a typical year. 
About a quarter of the world’s population live within 17 nations ranked as 
“extremely stressed” in this analysis, meaning that in a “typical” year, these 
countries use most of the water they have. The humanitarian and economic 
implications of global water stress are great. This presentation will consider 
water as a business and financial risk. 

PAUL REIG, Former Director, Aqueduct Water Risk Atlas and Corporate Water 
Stewardship, World Resources Institute, Washington, DC

Disputes often arise when sovereigns – countries, states, or tribal nations 
– must share water resources. This presentation examines these disputes 
and the legal means for resolving them, focusing primarily on negotiated 
agreements for the allocation and management of interjurisdictional waters. 
Topics include: 

• Interstate waters and issues relating to compacts

• Tribal water interests and approaches to settlement 

• International treaties and related negotiations 

BURKE W. GRIGGS, Associate Professor of Law, Washburn University School 
of Law, Topeka, KS (moderator) 

BARBARA COSENS, Professor of Law, University of Idaho College of Law, 
Moscow, ID 

MARIA O’BRIEN, Shareholder, Modrall Sperling, Albuquerque, NM

In 2018, 82 dams were removed across the United States. Dams have been 
removed in states as diverse as Alaska, California, and Maine, as well as 
Maryland, Michigan, Oregon, and Washington. Dam removal is important to 
both river restoration and, often, tribal culture and legal rights. When dams 
come out, fish (some of them endangered species) come back – often faster 
than expected – revitalizing aquatic ecosystems and tribal cultures alike. 
This presentation will discuss the law and policy of dam removal and the 
species, ecosystem, and tribal improvements that are occurring as a result. 

ROBIN KUNDIS CRAIG, James I. Farr Presidential Endowed Chair of Law, 
University of Salt Lake City, Utah S.J. Quinney College of Law, Salt Lake City, 
Utah (moderator)

DAVE OWEN, Professor of Law, UC Hastings College of Law,                         
San Francisco, CA 

KIM SAGER-FRADKIN, Wildlife Biologist, Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe,          
Port Angeles, WA

As Indian Tribes adjudicate and firm up their Winters water rights in the West, 
the value of those rights is apparent to those looking for additional supplies 
in dry years and to those involved in drought planning. As the West faces 
climate change, how tribal water sources may be part of drought resilience is 
a topic playing out in several watersheds. This presentation will explore how 
tribal water rights have been in play, and what the future may bring.

ALICE E. WALKER, Managing Partner, Meyer, Walker, Condon & Walker, P.C., 
Boulder, CO

HILARY TOMPKINS, Partner, Hogan Lovells, Washington, DC, former Solicitor 
for the U.S. Department of the Interior

Program Committee

WENDY BOWDEN CROWTHER, Program Co-Chair; Shareholder, Parsons Behle & Latimer, Salt Lake City, UT 
CRAIG P. WILSON, Program Co-Chair; Managing Partner, K&L Gates, Harrisburg, PA 
DAVID R.E. ALADJEM, Partner, Downey Brand LLP, Sacramento, CA 
DAVID A. BAILEY, Law Office of David A. Bailey, Westminster, CO 
REED D. BENSON, Professor, University of New Mexico School of Law, Albuquerque, NM 
PAM BUSH, Attorney, Delaware River Basin Commission, West Trenton, NJ 
ROBIN KUNDIS CRAIG, Professor, University of Utah S.J. Quinney College of Law, Salt Lake City, UT 
ADAM W. GRAVLEY, Partner, Van Ness Feldman LLP, Seattle, WA 
RAMSEY E. KROPF, Shareholder, Somach Simmons & Dunn, Boulder, CO
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2020 Membership

Become an Annual Member and take advantage of all 
the membership benefits that the Foundation has to 
offer. Join our growing network of individuals, law 
firms, companies, government agencies, and 
organizations dedicated to supporting natural 
resources legal scholarship. 

Benefits to Annual Members:Why Become a Member?

Membership Opportunities:

• Members Only savings on registration fees for the Annual           
Institute

• Members Only savings on registration fees for Special Institutes, 
Short Courses, and other programs

• Members Only savings on the price of our Online Natural           
Resources Education CLE and CPE videos and related materials

• Members Only savings on many Foundation publications and   
audio recordings, including the Proceedings of the Annual          
Institute

• Access to the Members Only area of our website, including the 
digital Membership Directory (with alphabetical, geographical, 
and email listings) and the online Membership Directory, which is 
searchable by name, firm, and location

• FREE Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Foundation Journal –               
2 electronic issues per year with original articles, selected 
reprints, a comprehensive annual oil and gas update, and topical 
reading lists

• FREE Mineral Law Newsletter – 4 electronic issues per year         
covering judicial, legislative, and regulatory developments in oil 
and gas, mining, public lands, and environmental law in 24 states 
and Canada

• FREE Water Law Newsletter – 3 electronic issues per year       
covering judicial, legislative, and regulatory developments in 
water law and water rights at federal, state, and local levels; 
includes coverage of 26 states, federal water quality, and federal 
reserved water rights

• Access to high-quality oil and gas, mining, energy, public 
lands, water, environmental, and international law programs,              
publications, and legal scholarship at an affordable price

Individual:
• Individual
• New Professional (Under 4 years in practice)
• Government/Nonprofit
• Student
• Senior

Organizational:
• University
• Law Firm (based upon number of resources 

professionals)
• Corporation
• Government Agency or Other Entity

For firms and companies that choose to 
support the Foundation at the highest 
level, additional benefits include: 

• Two complimentary registrations to the
      Annual Institute

• Recognition on our website and in 
      Annual and Special Institute materials

• Up to 40 names in the digital  
      Membership Directory 

• Sustaining Members also receive FREE 
access to the Foundation’s Digital 

      Library

Become a Sustaining Member
 (Digital Library now included!)

Visit rmmlf.org/join
 for more information and to complete your application

Sustaining Members



Sustaining Members



Virtual Water Law Institute
November 19, 2020

Special Offer
For those who attended one or both of the Foundation’s webinars on “The Supreme Court’s 
Ruling in County of Maui: What Does It Mean for Water Practitioners?,” that was held on June 
26, 2020, or “The Wonderful World of WOTUS: The Ever-Changing Meaning of Waters of the 
United States” that was held on July 2, 2020, we will credit your entire registration fee for 
those webinars against the registration fee for the Special Institute.

4 hours of CLE
RMMLF Member: $175

ABA SEER Member: $175
Government/Non-Profit: $215

Non Member: $235


